
 



 



The History of Earls Barton Bowling and Tennis Club 

 

Station Road and the Square early 1900ôs ï note The Priory next to the tall tree. 

1922 

In 1922, Earls Barton was still recovering from the effects of the Great War. 

Many communities throughout the country struggled to come to terms with 

losing so many of their loved ones ï a third of those men from the village, 

who were recruited to serve did not return to their families. The village 

population at that time was around 2,500. The men who survived and 

returned home, worked in shoe factories and others were employed in 

agriculture. A few found employment at the local ironstone quarries, 

although the drop in demand for iron and steel during this period, 

eventually led to the closure of the pits. 

The village was served by various local tradesmen, including a wheelwright 

and blacksmith. As well as the Co-operative and Provident Society in the 

High Street, there were many small shops dotted around streets providing 

local residents with daily provisions. 



 

There were other local clubs and sports organisations in existence locally 

including football, cricket, athletics, and fishing. Most activities and 

entertainment took place in the village as the motor car was in itôs infancy. 

In the early part of the twentieth century bowls and tennis games had been 

played on land behind the Baptist Chapel, (part of Barkersô factory 

complex), a short distance away from the present bowls club. The 

formation meeting of the Bowling and Tennis Club was held at the council 

school in Broad Street in the presence of 46 Ladies and Gentlemen. Mr 

Ernest White, who lived at the Priory, óin a very able and efficient manner,ô 

gave the reasons why this meeting had been called. He continued, the if the 

scheme he suggested was carried through, it would cost anything from 

Ã1,200 to Ã1,500 to purchase ground and make a first-class Bowling Green 

and three first class Tennis Courts, also to include and lay out the grounds 

and build a suitable Clubhouse. 



 

During further meetings, support for joint bowls and tennis was not 

sufficient and it was therefore recommended to concentrate on the Bowls 

Club first. And offer to sell the land for the bowls green was made by Mr. 

Frank White, who lived at óWhite Croft,ô and a committee was formed 

with a proposed share capital of Ã1,000 to be raised in Ã1 shares. A 

meeting also took place at the proposed site ï land adjacent to óWhite 

Croftô near to the bottom tennis courts ï to decide about the road for 

access. 

An order for sand and turf was made with transport organised for the 

materials to be taken from the railway station to the site by horse and cart. 

 

 

 

 



1923 

The election of officers, (many were local business people from the boot 

and shoe companies), took place, and fixtures were arranged for the coming 

season. Club rules were drafted from information provided by the 

Wellingborough and Abington clubs. Plans and building of the clubhouse 

were agreed, with an extension for a billiard room, all to be completed by 

March. Opening hours of the bar would be 11 am ï 3 pm, 6 pm ï 10 pm 

and appointments made of grounds man and caretaker, all heavy items 

including furniture and a billiard table to be delivered via the railway 

station. Decisions were taken on club colours, blazers, and a badge. 

 

The green was to be officially opened in May with the ladies to provide tea 

and refreshments. 

The Clubhouse was a basic wood building with an open fire, without 

electricity and with lighting, presumably provided by gas or oil lamps, there 

was also a small kitchen. A steward was employed to run the bar, light the 

fire and lamps and look after the general running of the social side of the 

club. 

Annual subs were Ã1.1s 0d (approximately Ã66.00 today. 



 

 

Eventually consultations took place to lay down a lawn tennis green on land 

below the bowling green. Mr Frank White offered the club, land for three 

tennis courts at an agreed price after a number of ladies and gentlemen 

promised to join the club. 

 

 

 

 



1924 - 1925 

Official opening of the tennis courts took place and during the winter 

months a Club Billiard Championship was held. 

 

 

1926 ï 1932 

During these years, the club had settled down into a seasonal routine. 

Various committees were formed, e.g. Refreshment, Selection, Games, 

Social and Ground, There were financial ups and downs, and shareholders 

meetings. Clock golf was being played on one of the tennis courts, and a 

piano had been purchased for the Clubhouse. 

1933 ï 1934 

Electricity was finally installed in the Clubhouse. An application was also 

made to the Parish Council for the club to be connected to the new water 

main for a better supply. Although a new electric pump had been purchased, 

it had still been a trying time having to get water from the river and then 

pumped onto the green and tennis courts during the summer months. 

An automatic Bagatelle machine, (similar to pinball), was produced for 

inspection, with agreement to use it and benefit the club by keeping half of 

the takings. 



 

1935 ï 1938 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Manfield Cup was won for the first time in 1935.  

 

 

 

Routine Club life continued with a complaint received form a bowls 

member against the grounds man who had used bad language and insulted 

him. Apologies and shaking of hands a few days later took place! 

Plans were made for alterations to the front of the Clubhouse, with Raunds 

bricks to be used at a cost of Ã247. Entrance doors and a veranda were 

installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The War years 

1939 ï 1945 

Owing to fewer fixtures taking place, it was suggested that triples 

competitions should be played. 

 

Strict rationing of wines and spirits was in operation and no social 

gatherings took place at the presentation of cups and prizes due to the 

current situation. 

Plans showed a proposal of new electric poles and wires would cross the 

tennis courts and bowling green. Objections were made to this by letter to 

the Northampton Electric Light Company, proposing the running of wires 

could go between the green and the cottages, (now demolished), on the west 

side of the ground. 

Gifts were to be sent for the Christmas Troops Fund for members serving 

in the forces, and a raffle would be held to raise money to donate to the 

Prisoners of War Fund. 

A Boxing Day social was held with a whist drive, snacks, songs, and 

dancing. 



As the motor mower had burnt out, the Baptist Church had kindly offered 

their machine on loan. Subsequently a second-hand Royal Enfield motor 

mower was purchased for Ã35 

 

The Tennis section was concerned about the lack of grass and the state of 

the two bottom courts. The committee was sympathetic and mentioned this 

was due to labour difficulties. Mr. Horace White also offered to put his 

sheep on the courts again! It was suggested to only open three rinks on the 

bowling green and one tennis court due to ongoing labour problems. The 

tennis section mentioned the possibility of having a hard court. This would 

be considered when the members returned from the forces and the 

membership numbers had increased. 

Post War Years 

1946 ï 1948 

Life at the club began to return to normality, with a successful season, and 

visits by clubs from Warwickshire and Buckinghamshire. 



Suggestions were made to improve facilities in the Clubhouse by installing 

a pay telephone and making a small room to accommodate lockers and 

bags. Plans were also made to erect a new scoreboard. The Clubhouse still 

opened every lunchtime and evening and daily newspapers, weekly 

magazines, including Tit Bits, were available for members to read. 

Bar prices were ï Whisky Ã0.1s 10d, Rum Ã0.1s 9d, Gin Ã0.1s 8d. 

1949 ï 1950 

The old cottages adjoining the club were put up for sale at an asking price 

of Ã800. Due to problems with access to the ground discussions took place 

about acquiring the properties and land. However, it was though the price 

was excessive, and a lower sum would be offered. The asking price was 

lowered to Ã500 but the offer of Ã300 by the club was refused. The sale of 

the properties went to auction at the Hind Hotel in Wellingborough, on 23rd 

November 1949. Selling price unknown. 

The Directors offered to support the project to create two hard tennis courts. 

The cost was estimated at Ã1000. 

Discussions also took place about the proposal to play tennis on Sunday 

afternoons. This was approved with the proviso that the courts were closed 

before Church services began. 

A scarifier was purchase at a cost of Ã5.5s0d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1951 ï 1954  

A New Zealand bowls touring team visited the club to play a county 

match on the green. 

 

Official opening took place of the new hard tennis courts, 

A gate was created in the stone wall adjoining Mr. Whiteôs property, the 

Priory, so that stray tennis balls could be retrieved more easily. 

More negotiations took place about the purchase of the adjoining cottage 

properties, but even though the problem of better access would finally be 

resolved, an acceptable price could be agreed. 

In 1954 the club won the Manfield Cup again. 

 



1955 ï 1960 

 

Discussions took place about the erection of a tennis pavilion at the side of 

the hard courts. 

Discussions also took place about the introduction of lady bowlers to the 

club. The committee commented that the section would not interfere with 

the menôs game, but it would enliven the club! 

A new toilet block was completed. 

Croquet and clock golf were being played on the grass court. 

1961 ï 1965 

The Ladies Section was set up with an annal fee agreed of Ã2.2s.0d 

A skittle table was acquired for the club, with the hope of attracting more 

members. It was agreed that the Clubhouse should open on Sundays for the 

members who were playing bowls, as well as tennis. 



There were difficulties trying to find someone to fill the post of grounds 

man and therefore volunteers were looking after the green and tennis 

courts. 

As the club was also struggling to recruit new members, and the finances 

were not in a healthy condition, it was suggested replacing the old worn-

out furniture to try and improve the surroundings. Plans were also drawn 

up for an extension to the Clubhouse to include a billiard room, changing 

room and storeroom, Application for a grant was to be made. 

1966 ï 1968 

Philip Miller was employed as Acting Grounds Manager. 

Progress was being made on plans for the new extension of the Clubhouse 

with various repairs taking place to the old portion of the building. The 

front aspect would be of brick construction. Work was completed during 

1967/68, and new furniture was ordered.  

A resolution was passed for the changeover from solid fuel heating to gas 

now that the club was in a particularly advantageous position regarding its 

finances. This was partly due to members voluntarily carrying out many 

hours of work. 

Trevor Denny joined as a social member in 1969 and was still Chairman of 

the Management Committee in 2022. 

1970 ï 1979 

Subscription rates ï Men Ã5.0.0d, Ladies Ã3.0.0d 

Social members Ã1.10.0d, Wives Ã0.12s.0d 

A black and white television was installed in the Clubhouse as well as a 

new fruit machine from Bell Amusements. 

During this decade, childrenôs lessons were introduced. Snooker 

competitions were taking place, and a carpet was laid in the Clubhouse. 



In the latter half of the decade, strenuous fund-raising efforts were made by 

the tennis members which were highly successful. This enabled the go 

ahead to be given for the provision of a third hard tennis court. 

Although work had been carried out a decade earlier to improve facilities 

in the Clubhouse, consideration was now being given to another detailed 

plan of further extension. An Extraordinary General Meeting was to be held 

to authorise the borrowing and raising of Ã20,000 towards these 

improvements. At the end of the decade this work was completed, and the 

members could now enjoy new toilets, changing rooms and an entrance 

foyer. A burglar alarm was also installed. 

1980 ï 1989 

This decade saw more members volunteering to run the bar and carry out 

general jobs throughout the club. 

Bar prices ï Beer 44p a pint, Lager 50p, Whisky/Gin 40p per tot. 

Social and fund-raising activities included Dinner/Dances, Disco and 

Fancy Dress, Sponsored Bowls Marathon and a 50/50 Auction. 

 



 

 

However, after sixty years it was decided to remove the facility of the 

snooker / billiard table. 

Central heating was installed in the Clubhouse; a side gate was created next 

to the changing rooms, and an area was set aside to park bicycles. 



 

Towards the end of the decade, the bar now opened only during the evening 

and funds were spent replacing the Clubhouse roof and re-siting the 

kitchen. A grant from the County Council was obtained for improvements 

to the green and surrounding area. A brick-built store was also created. 

Future car park discussions took place with Mr. Beatty, a landowner, about 

leasing some of his ground for this purpose. Part agreement was reached 

but further talks broke down and plans for this access failed to materialise. 

 

 

 

 



1990 ï 1999 

Membership numbers during the decade averaged 115 for bowls and 130 

for tennis each year. 

Patio doors, picture windows and a new set of curtains were installed in the 

Clubhouse. Temporary floodlights made and appearance next to the green, 

but these were soon removed due to local complaints. 

Social and fund-raising functions included Quiz nights, Bridge evenings, 

Race meetings and Discos. Permission was given for a regular Cribbage 

game to be held on Friday evenings. 

The Manfield Cup was won for the third time in 1996. 

 

 

A new scoreboard was erected to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Club. 

 

 

 

 



2000 ï 2009 

Philip Miller retired as green keeper in 2004 after 37 years. 

The early years of this decade were a low time for the club. There were 

problems with the green due to bird damage and constant break-ins at the 

Clubhouse and Tennis pavilion. The bowls section struggled to fulfil 

friendly fixtures and only fifteen members attended the 84th Annual General 

Meeting. The No Smoking ban came into force. 

Lack of fund-raising and fewer members in all sections meant the club was 

in a precarious financial situation. 

However, towards the end of the decade a dance floor area was created, and 

a new carpet was laid in the lounge area. More social events were 

organised, such as Quiz nights to raise funds. 

After discussions, a proposal was made to wind up the limited company 

which had existed since the formation of the club in 1922. It was agreed 

that the club would benefit from being operated under the rules of a non-

profit making organisation, Community Amateur Sports Club, (CASC). 

2010 ï 2019 

At the beginning of the decade, the club continued to struggle, but by 2013 

the situation had improved. 

The club won the Manfield Cup for the fourth time. 

 



Sadly, it was decided that the Ladies Bowls Section would be discontinued 

due to the lack of members after being in existence for more than fifty 

years. The remaining ladies joined the existing members, and it was now 

known as a mixed club. 

In recent years there have been consultations with the Parish Council and 

other parties about the club being accommodated at the new Grange Sports 

Project. However, it was eventually decided that there was not enough land 

for a green and tennis courts and the plans could not therefore be taken any 

further. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In 2015 the Club was registered as a Community Amateur Sports Club with 

Companies House. 

A walking football club joined the Bowls and Tennis members to use the 

grounds for their regular weekly games. 

Janet Wilkins retired as Secretary of the Management Committee after 33 

years. 

After the completion of two large house building projects in the village and 

with a new influx of residents, club membership numbers started to 

increase. 

2020 ï 2021 

The Covid pandemic arrived in early 2020 and caused global chaos. 

Lockdown and social distancing delayed the opening of the green and 

tennis courts until May / June. The Clubhouse, bar and toilet facilities 

remained closed until later in the season with strict restrictions in place. 

Another lockdown came into force in the autumn which affected the 

tennis games and coaching, and restricted the use of the Clubhouse, again. 

Several Management Committee meetings and the AGM were held via 

óOn-line Zoomô due to the Covid restrictions. 

The Manfield Cup was won again in 2021 for the fifth time in spite of the 

continuing presence of Covid. 

 


