
 

“BOWLSEYE” – Sunday 15th June 2025 

HELLO HARROW !!! 

 

 
The Manfield Cup, County Comps and all the club competitions bring their share of drama and hard 

work but sometimes it’s nice to remember what we all do this sport for – ie to play friendly matches 

on a glorious summer afternoon and meet new friends from different places.  

A very warm welcome to Harrow Bowls Club (former home of Nick Woolford of course!) and we 

hope they had a brilliant day out with a tour of the village as well included in their excursion. 



Special thanks to Ness who provided a wonderful buffet to keep everyone fed and another excellent 

day behind the bar as everyone kept themselves watered! 

On the green, it was very much a day for Earls Barton…. 

 

Well done to all those who took part and thank you for “sharing” positions in some cases to ensure 

everybody got a bowl at some point. 

We look forward to the return fixture in Harrow on Thursday 4th September 

 

Elsewhere, the Monday Night Triples took a break from the league fixtures this week as the Cup 

competition commenced. 

The “A” team returned to Abington (where they had won in the league a fortnight or so ago) and 

managed another victory (as shown below) 

 

They will now face Daventry Town (of Division Three) at Home in the next round (date TBC, but on 

or before Sunday 6th July) …who are the team that knocked them out of the cup in 2024!! 

Commiserations to the “B” team who had a tough draw against Byfield (who are doing well in the 

division above them) and unfortunately lost 31-51. 

In the Rushden League :- 

 



 

 

 

 

On the county scene, congratulations to Neil Gould who beat Stuart Holroyd (Wellingborough) on 

Wednesday evening in the County 4-wood singles and has now progressed to the Area Final where 

he will face either Lee Trasler (Finedon) or Scott Melville (Corby Forest). 

Friday evening saw the very welcome of the Pub League (competing for the Damian Wright Cup) 

with teams representing various institutions across the village – The Swan, Saxon Tavern, The 

Works, WI, Band Club and The Bowls Club along with The Ladies, The Village People and the 

Cogenhoe Refugees. It was a lovely summer evening and great to see plenty of supporters in 

attendance – hopefully this will be repeated throughout the summer and it’s a great way to start off 

the weekend! 

EVERY SHOT COUNTS!! 

You’ve heard it said often but it really meant something in yesterday’s friendly fixture…..!!! 



 

 

The Week ahead 

Monday 16th 

The Triples league returns to the league format this week with the “A” team away at Wootton and 

the “B” team at home to Whyte Melville. 

The Barton Saxons make the trip over to Thrapston for their Rushden league fixture 

Tuesday 17th 

The Barton Knights are away at Finedon for their Rushden league fixture. 

Thursday 19th 

Home Friendly fixture in the evening vs. Wellingborough OG’s 

Friday 20th 

The Pub League continues at home but it is also the start of the county pairs competition. Both 

our pairs received a “bye” in Wednesday’s preliminary round but this evening Ian and Mike travel 

to Wellingborough to face either Craig Bowler or Neil Corbyn and Neil and myself will be at 

Finedon against Ben Donaldson. 

Saturday 21st 

Another friendly fixture – this time we’re AWAY at Roade – please note this fixture has been 

switched to avoid the Earls Barton carnival – the home game against Roade will now be on 

Saturday 19th July. 

 

CLUB COMPETITIONS 

Hot off the press here’s an update from Melvyn… 

Please can you ensure that all PRELIMINARY round matches in the club competitions are 

completed by the end of June. As of this morning, there are 32 games still to be played in the 

preliminary round – 17 of these games are booked in the system in the next couple of weeks but 

there are still 15 games not booked. 

Please can you look to arrange these outstanding games as soon as possible to avoid a backlog 

and particularly please ensure that the DRAWN PAIRS games are completed as quickly as possible 

– needless to say these are the most difficult to arrange as they involve co-ordinating four people (!) 

but the Final of this competition has to be played by Sunday 27th July at the latest as the winners 

will move forward to the County Crystal Bowl competition. 



If you’re having any problems trying to find a marker for any games please drop me a line – I can 

always put a message out on this distribution list if you’ve exhausted all usual friends and 

acquaintances. Also, if you haven’t tried marking for anyone yet, please volunteer to do so – it can 

be a very rewarding experience watching other people play …. and it usually ensures you get a free 

drink at the end of proceedings!! 

 

Looking further ahead…. 

There are sheets up in the club house for two important events in the next couple of months so 

please sign up for either or both of these as we’d like to accommodate as many players as 

possible on both days. 

Sunday 13th July – Captain vs. President Day – bragging rights at stake as Team Rust and 

Team Gould go head-to-head!! 

Sunday 10th August  

Club match in memory of Jayne Wiggins so I’m sure we’ll have a great turn-out here for a very 

special day. 

 

Sunday 24th August (Bank Holiday weekend) – it’s GALA DAY 2025 !!! 

There are rooms for 24 teams as this incredibly popular event is already filling up fast – please get 

entries into David Rust as soon as you can to reserve your place. If you’re individuals who aren’t 

in a team of four please let David know and he’ll try and match you into other teams so you don’t 

miss out on one of the highlights of the year! 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

Posters out shortly but we’re pleased to announce our next social event in the club will be a QUIZ 

NIGHT on Saturday 2nd August – 7.30 pm start. Teams of up to six as usual and it will be the 

same format as previously. Plenty of time to get back from the away fixture at Finedon in the 

afternoon so why not make a day of it!!?? 

Please let Elaine, Ceri, Peta or myself know if you want to reserve a table. 

 

…and we started this newsletter off with a nod to Nick Woolford and his old Harrovian friends so 

let’s go full circle and mention another competition that he’s organising over the summer in aid of 

MacMillan Cancer Support. Over the last Premier league season he’s run several competitions 

that have raised a tremendous amount of money and here’s another one for the summer focussing 

on the Women’s Euros that kick-off on the 2nd of July – if you’re interested, please email him – 

nick@scherchen.com  and he’ll be delighted to provide full details and an entry form. 

 

That’s it for this week – hope I haven’t forgotten anything but please let me know if I have. 

The sun is shining for the foreseeable future so hope to see you on the green … and don’t forget 

to get you club games arranged. Cheers! 

mailto:nick@scherchen.com

